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RESPONSE A 



In response to the Office Action of October 1, 2001 please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

Cancel claims 1-21, without prejudice. 

Add new claims 22 and 23 as follows' 



22. (New) A method for the aerobic thermophilic treatment of organic matter 
comprising passing air through organic matter in a closed reactor, recycling a portion of 
the air that has passed through the organic matter back through the organic matter in the 
reactor, removing ammonia from remaining air that has passed through the organic 



matter and releasing it from the reactor; and circulating a fluid through the reactor to 

remove heat therefrom, and using the heat to dry treated organic matter removed from the 

reactor. ^£,^ 

^^^^^ 

23. (New) A system for the aerobic thermophilic treatment of organic material, 
the system comprising a reactor for containing the organic material; an aeration system 
for passing air through the organic material contained in the reactor, and a recirculation 
system for capturing at least a portion of the air that has passed through the organic 
material, the recirculation system including a blower located outside of the reactor; and 
recycling it to the aeration system; and a system for removing anunonia^Si the air that 
has passed through the organic material before releasing it to the atmosphere. 

REMARKS 

Applicant has cancelled claims 1 -21 without prejudice, thereby mooting the 
rejections of these claims. Applicant presents new claims 22 and 23 herewith. 

Applicant has added new claim 22 which requires the use of heat generated by the 
thermophilic treatment of the organic waste, to dry the treated waste. This was described 
on page 1 1, paragraph 56 of the appHcation, and is not shown or suggested in the 
references. For at least this reason, applicant respectfiiUy submits that claim 22 is 
allowable. 

Applicant has added new claim 23, which requires a blower extemal to the 
reactor. This configuration is not shown in the prior art, and provides advantages over 
the arrangements shown in the prior, including protecting the recirculation system from 




# 



"foam events" in the reactor. For at least this reason, appHcant respectfully submits that 
claim 23 is allowable. 

If it would advance the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to 
telephone or email the undersigned. 
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